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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED; To optimally control an 
optical beam power accurately and quickly in accordance 
with an optical disk and a recording speed. 
SOLUTION: When a pit of a length of 3T-1 IT (T is a 
standard cycle of the length in the direction of the 
track) is formed by irradiating an optical disk 1 with an 
optical beam, a sample-hold circuit 5 sample-holds the 
reflected signal during recording from the rise by the 
sampling pulse in the range of 3T from the peak part of 
the reflected signal. A comparator 8 compares the 
sample holding value S4 with a reference level S5, and 
outputs a comparison result S6. An automatic laser 
power control circuit 10 controls the optical beam power 
based on the comparison result S6. The sampling pulse 
condition and the reference level of the comparator 8 
are is optimally set according to an optical disk identified 
by a disk ID identification means 1 2 and a recording rate 
and based on the information stored in a sampling pulse 
width information ROM 14, a sampling position 
information ROM 15, and a slice level information ROM 16. 
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